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18. — Memoirs of Mrs. Joanna Bethune. By her Son, the Rev. 
George W. Bethune, D. D. With an Appendix, containing Ex- 
tracts from the Writings of Mrs. Bethune. New York: Harper 
and Brothers. 1863. 12mo. pp. 250. 

This is a beautiful tribute to a mother's excellence, and, what is 
strange, it is not overdrawn or highly colored, but with even less of 
eulogy than the life-record warrants. Mrs. Bethune was a woman of 
superior native endowments, thoroughly educated, from early childhood 
tenderly conscientious, and from early womanhood fervently pious, pos- 
sessed of rare wisdom and energy for the works of Christian benevo- 
lence to which she devoted herself, and capable to an unusual degree of 
controlling the activity of others for the valuable ends which were 
always near her heart. In some departments of domestic charity she 
was a pioneer laborer, and for many years her house was a recognized 
centre of religious and philanthropic influence for the city and neighbor- 
hood of New York. Her son — the heir of her talents and virtues — 
did not survive her long enough to complete these Memoirs, which have 
been carried through the press by a friendly hand, and with adequate 
editorial fidelity. 

19. — The Trial of the Constitution. By Sidney George Fisher, 
Author of " The Law of the Territories," " The Laws of Race as 
connected with Slavery," &c, &c. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott 
& Co. 1862. 8vo. p. 391. 

Why could we not have had such books as this while they might 
have been of avail in averting our present calamities ? Blind confi- 
dence in the impregnable strength of our Constitution has induced 
wanton and foolhardy trials of it by almost every political party, and 
by several of the administrations which have represented, not the whole 
people, but their own respective parties. Meanwhile it has been the 
popular creed, and the too general belief, that our ship of state led a 
charmed life, and could not founder or be wrecked. Mr. Fisher, in the 
book before us, points out the inherent and necessary imperfections of 
our Constitution, in part entailed upon it by the inevitable past, in part 
incidental to that compromise of widely dissilient interests without which 
there could have been no political union, and in part due to the lack in 
our fathers, not of foresight, but of the superhuman prescience which 
alone could have discerned a future that had nothing like it in the past. 
The work is written in a reverent and loyal spirit. The author regards 
the rebellion of the Southern States as resulting in great part from the 
number and magnitude of the questions and interests which our Consti- 



